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In 2025, the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department published a series of three
storybooks that aim to raise public awareness on biodiversity. The storybooks, titled “Romer’s
Mystery”, “Little Dragonflies, It's Time to Change!” and “Shadows in the Dark”, feature amphibians,
dragonflies and bats respectively.

Among the 55 terrestrial mammalian species in Hong Kong, 25 of them are bats. These nocturnal
flying mammals could be found in both rural and urban areas. This storybook features two common
bat species - Short-nosed Fruit Bat that roosts under the fronds of Chinese Fan-palms in parks and
Japanese House Bat that roosts in crevices of buildings, leading readers to rediscover the often
misunderstood and under-appreciated animals.

Bats play a crucial role in maintaining delicate balances in our ecosystems. For example,
insectivorous bats help control the populations of night-flying insects, while fruit bats have
important roles as pollen or seed dispersers. When parents and teachers read this book with their
young readers, the appended learning activities will inspire greater understanding about the
ecology of bats, dispel common myths about these fascinating creatures, and help us co-exist with
bats in harmony.

Biodiversity Conservation Division

Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department
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Chester was quite frightened, but he
resolved to be brave and investigated
the true nature of the flying shadows
to protect his sister.

He hurried back home to grab his
flashlight, binoculars and some garlic,
and then he set out to begin his
investigation.
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Back to the park, Chester recalled that
the shadows were last seen flying to a

tall and large fig tree. He approached

the tree cautiously.
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As Chester shone the flashlight up
the tree, a dark shadow suddenly
dived towards him, causing him to
scream at the top of his lungs while
gripping the garlic tightly.
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The shadow landed on the tree in front of Chester.
He heard a whisper in his ear, "Whoa! Why do you
come to the park with garlic?" Chester looked

closer and saw an animal that resembled a puppy

with beady eyes. He introduced himself, "Hello, I'm
Chester. What kind of animal are you? You look very
special, and | have never seen any animal like you
before."

14
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Chester was impressed by Benny’s
ability to build his own shelter.

[EWARtBEHMERAEAER
PR R FD AP !
"l have some amazing friends with

special abilities, and I'd love to
introduce them to you!" said Benny.
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Benny led Chester to an old building and called out,
"Don, | have come to visit you!"

ERNEENREEEENZRPICHE R -

A bat crawled out from a crevice of the eaves.
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"Hello, I'm Don. Nice to meet you." said the bat.
Benny added, "Don is a Japanese House Bat.

Do not be fooled by his tiny eyes; he is an expert at
catching insects!"
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Using echolocation, Don flew in the dark and emitted high-
frequency soundwaves to accurately locate insects. In the blink of
an eye, he had already caught many mosquitoes, moths and flies.
"| can eat nearly a thousand insects!" Don proudly said. Despite his
small size, Don is indeed quite a big eater.
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Benny noticed Don resting upside down on
the rooftop and remarked, "In Cantonese
and Mandarin, the word ‘bat’ (fuk1 and fu
respectively) sounds like the word for ‘luck’,
and people used to consider us a symbol
of good fortune. Sadly, people are afraid of
us nowadays."
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Chester came to the realisation that
both Benny and Don possessed special
abilities and were not scary at all!

In fact, they are an indispensable

part of the ecosystem of Hong

Kong. He felt regretful and said, "
misunderstood you guys before. | am
really sorry for that."
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Benny smiled and replied, "No worries. There are
actually no ‘blood-sucking’ bats in Hong Kong. We
hope that people won't be afraid of us and that we
can all be good neighbours."
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Chester, Benny and Don chatted all
night. Chester learnt that Hong Kong
is home to 25 bat species, each with its
own habits and characteristics.
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Learning Activity - Bat Matchup Challenge
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FE ) R AE RORIE
Short-nosed Japanese
Fruit Bat House Bat

"z ERARONBERE

Rolled-up leaf at
the centre of banana tree

Bamboo

Bats may seem mysterious as they are nocturnal animals
that emerge at night. Indeed, we can spot them in
various environments, even in the urban areas. The
following bats have appeared in the story. Do you
remember which habitat do they live in? Come test
your memory and connect the bats to their appropriate
habitats!
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ySLESE ] REOIRIF
Short-nosed Japanese
Fruit Bat House Bat

Here night comes! The bats are getting ready to venture
out in search of food! Can you guess what do they like to
eat? Let's guide them to their favourite food! A hint for
you: some food items may not be attractive to bats.

RERHIE % B 55 EEHE
Chinese Lesser Whiskered
Horseshoe Bat Bamboo Bat Myotis
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Bamboo
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Learning Activity - Let's look at some fun facts behind the story!
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Introducing the true identities of the characters

Sl B

Short-nosed Fruit Bat

LHER

Japanese House Bat

PRI E M SR ? Do bats really suck blood?

WRES [RMm] WIRE\ELFZ - M ME I HEPEEN =2
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There are not many bats that truly feed on blood. They are primarily found
in Central and South America, feeding mainly on the blood of birds or
mammals. Blood-feeding bats do not “suck blood” like vampires depicted
in movies. Instead, they bite through the skin with their sharp teeth and
lap up the blood with their tongues. There is no blood-feeding bat in
Hong Kong. The main characters of the story, Benny and Don, mainly feed
on fruits, nectar and insects.

HEETTNGRES

The mysterious shadow under Chinese Fan-palm leaves
EYREEFBZEATEABRAEEET HMBEESRhEERER
B NBERKRE  RESRREREIMMER - WAREEDY -
BEEBEFH-—SEXNFHIEESEMIBBNMEAR

Short-nosed Fruit Bat often roosts under the leaves of Chinese Fan-palm
in urban parks. It hides and rests in nests constructed under the leaves
during the day, and only goes out to forage for food at dusk and through
the night. Short-nosed Fruit Bat is gregarious (living in groups). Each nest
generally consists of one adult male, several females and their juveniles.

EFMIEREIEHE Seed dispersers and pollinators
RYRERBAKXN  BRENEIVNRE - ASEERBYHR
BENREE  NERBNBR BEEREANQTEHAMBENTEES ERB8
REDEBREFNEY BLUETERNEE  ELERBRAGLWE
LFEEENAG -

Short-nosed Fruit Bat has large eyes, and is characterized by its excellent
vision and good sense of smell. It feeds on fruits and flower nectar,
including figs of Common Red-stem Fig, bananas and the nectar of the
Birdwood’s Mucuna. The feeding process helps dispersing seeds and
pollen. Though bats may seem inconspicuous and unappealing, they play
a crucial role in the ecosystem.
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EBEEARE ! Look at my nesting skills!
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The male Short-nosed Fruit Bat skilfully constructs a tent-like nest that
attracts female bats to live in by biting across the veins of the Chinese
Fan-palm leaves, letting them collapse and form little “tents”. The males
are larger in body size with an orange-tinted collar, while the females are
smaller with a yellowish brown collar. Female bats will hold their young
ones, keeping them from falling off the tree.

REERBRATIEFANN/DIRE

The small bats hiding in the eaves and artificial bat boxes

ROFHEEMA),  BRRABEER  RUATUESRKER -
WRERETEERRYNESE - B - 8BRS - FEHEERA
ENIRIBREA - B MAEMNEEYSLUKE - HHRE - REX
ZHNRBETURE  FREREETEEENZERED

Japanese House Bat is small with body length of just a few centimetres,
allowing it to live in narrow crevices. These bats prefer roosting in the eaves,
rooftops and gaps between the walls of old buildings as well as in artificial
bat boxes. Unfortunately, buildings today are mostly made of cement and
steel rebars, providing fewer crevices for Japanese House Bats to hide.
Thus, the available space for them reduces in the urban areas.

%Y [EEH] —OBEN !

Unleash the “superpower” - echolocation!
RuzxERREHZAAD REY REE  BHRMAIUER [BaE
Hl — BBREBREN > ERESHNRFNVE - MEHERS
BHERR  BREBINEVEENE ENBEAFANIHEL
HHEME  BHMEREIZEDFENCE - XKONFEM -
Although Japanese House Bat has small eyes and limited vision, it makes
good use of its “superpower” - echolocation, to detect the location of
insects. While hunting, Japanese House Bats emit ultrasonic waves. The
ultrasonic waves bounce back when they hit the prey. As the echoes of the
waves reach the bats’ ears, they are converted into neural signals, allowing
the bats to accurately detect the location, distance and even size of the prey.

a5 UMt ¥ 82 5 F Please call it "the expert insect hunter”
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Japanese House Bat, weighing as much as a five-dollar coin, can prey on
nearly a thousand insects in a single night. They hover in the air to hunt
for insects such as mosquitoes, moths and flies. These insectivorous bats
play a vital role in maintaining ecological balance by helping to control
insect populations.

AEBIRIEAZF BE ? Why do bats always hang upside down?

BlRERENSEATUSEREEKER  RRSNERBREN
BE - fIHAKREEMSE —EAANEFE - HSHRNEHBUREREBE -
ZHMAAUERA RS AERNEENERE - ZH - HpmeESR
B LR AR B G IR A B 0B - PRUARE R st A e
FMAYEE o

Hanging upside down in a shady and high place allows bats to take

off easily and avoid the attacks by predators. Thanks to the specialized
tendon structure in their feet that enables them to cling with ease and be
suspended, this inverted position comes naturally to bats. Additionally,
there are many valves in their blood vessels that facilitate blood circulation
back to the heart, so they will not suffer from cerebral congestion despite
hanging upside down.

E8H 25 EURLE Hong Kong is home to 25 bat species
BRYEVRENRDREN  EEEEZERE  MWASETERN
B fINEEFEEESIKENBEERINAKZETFE TEU
RENERSR  FAREAINREE SEBEEESENZE
A o

Hong Kong is home to many bat species in addition to Short-nosed

Fruit Bat and Japanese House Bat, each with its unique habits and
characteristics. For example, Rickett's Big-footed Myotis prefers living in
water tunnels and abandoned mines and feeding mainly on fishes and
insects; Lesser Bamboo Bat which is smaller prefers living in the cavities of
bamboos.
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Bats play a very important role in the ecosystem. Please do not panic when encountering bats in
the future, and learn to coexist harmoniously with them.

HRNIEESABTERSISR  ERAFKSFEENBREE -

Avoid visiting bat roosting sites since bats are particularly sensitive to human
disturbance.

BRUNBRRE - BAREENTEHM -

If you encounter bats, do not touch or disturb them.

MRIFERESRE > LS EZETR > W LR EREITEHE
If a bat flies into your home, open all the doors and windows, turn off the lights,
and allow it to leave on its own.

MBI ZENIRE - FUZHE 1823 SRARBAEIEEZWIHE -

If you encounter an injured bat, call 1823 immediately to seek assistance from
the Agriculture, Fisheries and Conservation Department.

AIRAPRRBERREGSASMERRGNERY - WEMMMELE -

Educate your family and friends about the importance of bats to humans and
the ecosystem, and promote harmonious coexistence with them.
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When Chester and his younger sister were playing in
the park one night, some mysterious dark shadows burst into
view in the night sky! Terrified, Chester’s sister asked,
“Could these be vampires?”

In the thrilling and fascinating journey of unveiling the mystery,
Chester met Benny the Short-nosed Fruit Bat and his bat friends.
They revealed their talents and lamented people’s fear of bats
due to misconceptions. Do you know how many species of bats
are there in Hong Kong? What are their special abilities?

Grab your flashlight and open this book. Join Chester in
uncovering the secrets of these elusive creatures in the dark!

REBARAEESE
Agriculture, Fisheries and
Conservation Department



